
eases, they say, manifest themselves by a displacement of the
spine. The spread of disease by germs would appear to be
of secondary consideration. In fact, one chiropractor stated
that, granted the lung was normal, one could swallow tuber¬
cular germs by the million and never take the disease. The
same witness, speaking of kidney stone, averred that a man's
vertebrae must show a subluxation, otherwise he would not
have a stone in the kidney.

MUST MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARD OF KNOWLEDGE

It would seem apparent that the health and safety of the
public is involved in the indiscriminate application of theories
such as these to the cure of disease. Public safety is indebted
to medical science for the prevention of the spread of con¬
tagious diseases ; for sanitary regulations and hygienic pre¬
cautions, the failure to observe which would be disastrous.
The standard of knowledge must be maintained at a high
point and there must be some recognized body who from
training and experience are competent to fix these standards.
That recognized body hitherto has been the Medical Council,
and your committee can see no reason from the evidence
adduced why it should not continue the exercise of these
functions in the future.

DIAGNOSIS A FIRST ESSENTIAL

The fundamental requirement in the treatment of disease
is ability to make a diagnosis. It is essential to first know
what the trouble is before attempting to cure it. That
involves a knowledge of and study of certain standard sub¬
jects. Your committee do not believe for a moment, from the
evidence, that the only diagnosis necessary is to feel for
certain alleged displacements in the spinal column.
We concur with the statement of Mr. Justice Hodgins,

whose investigations occupied many months, involving per¬
sonal examinations of these chiropractice institutions, that :
"I cannot bring myself to the point of accepting, as part of
our legalized medical provision for the sick, a system which
denies the need of diagnosis, refers 95 per cent, of disease
to one and the same cause, and turns its back resolutely on
all modern medical scientific methods as being founded on
nothing, and unworthy even to be discussed."
Your committee do not doubt that beneficial results have

been obtained from the treatment of chiropractors. They
have no reason to doubt the word of estimable people who
say so. It must be borne in mind, however, that the most
of these are chronic cases, and it sometimes happens that by
the power of suggestion good results are obtained, particularly
in neurotic cases. The committee were given instances of
marvelous cures of shell shock cases during the war as a

result of mental suggestion. No doubt new discoveries have
been made, and will continue to be made, in medical science ;
but it is hardly likely that any discovery will enable us to
safely dispense with the elementary requirement of diagnosis
in the treatment of diseases, and to diagnose it is necessary
to have a wider knowledge of the anatomy and of fundamental
subjects than simply a certain familiarity with the spinal
column.

ALL HEALERS MUST QUALIFY UNDER MEDICAL ACT

The chiropractors object to the drugless healers bill, and
the latter object to the proposed legislation of the former
on the ground that their bill is all-inclusive. It is sufficient
to say, in reference to the drugless healing bill, that the
various branches of study pursued by them are simply special
courses which are recognized in medical work. This is true
of all the branches of treatment referred to in this bill,
except chiropracty. These different types of treatment are
carried on by the drugless healers at present really as laymen
without sufficient qualifications for the work. They should
qualify under the "Medical Act," and then if they so desire
specialize in these particular branches.
Notwithstanding the foregoing views, the committee do

not feel that chiropractors or drugless healers should be
prevented from practicing. We only say that they should first
be qualified. They should, before being permitted to practice
within the province, pass an examination satisfactory to the
Medical Council, on the following primary subjects : Anat¬
omy, physiology, chemistry, toxicology, pathology, bacteriol¬
ogy, histology, neurology, physical diagnosis, obstetrics,
gynecology, minor surgery, hygiene, and the principles and
practice of chiropractic. Before taking this examination they
should be graduates of a recognized school or college of
chiropractic which at least teaches a residence course of three
years of six months each year. The Medical Council in pre¬
scribing examinations for applicants for registration as
chiropractors should appoint at least one of their number to

set the examination in the principles and practice of chiro¬
practic. After passing the examination outlined above they
should be registered as a member of the college.

NO DISCRIMINATION IN EXAMINATION

The suggestion that chiropractors would be discriminated
against in examinations is not based on fact, as the method
of conducting examinations by the Council, by number rather
than by name, makes this impossible.
Your committee, therefore, recommends that the "Medical

Act" be amended to include these provisions. It would be a

guarantee to the public that all practitioners were qualified
practitioners—a most desirable thing. The chiropractors
would prefer to set their own standards ami have a statute
providing for a governing body of its own. This would not
be safe, or in the public interest. They are doing medical
work, curing or attempting to cure disease. It is the accred¬
ited representatives of the medical profession—if they are
honest and fair, and there has been no suggestion to the
contrary—who are best fitted to prescribe the necessary
standards.
This report represents the unanimous views of the

committee.
M. A. McDonald, Chairman.

Countersigned: A. M. Manson, Speaker.

Arabian Medicine. Being the Fitzpatrick Lectures Delivered at the
College of Physicians in November, 1919, and November, 1920. By
Edward G. Browne, M.B., F.R.C.P., Sir Thomas Adams' Professor of
Arabic in the University of Cambridge. Cloth. Price, $4.50. Pp. 138,
with 1 illustration. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1921.

These lectures, which appear simultaneously with Allbutt's
Fitzpatrick lectures on Greek Medicine in Rome (delivered
in 1909-1910), illustrate a striking phase of modern medicine,
namely, the accomplishment of important research work by
specialists outside the medical profession. In the past, physi-
cians, beginning with Hippocrates, were the earliest workers
in pure science, did most of the botany and zoology, and even

made the first school arithmetics. But from the time of
Pasteur on, a vast amount of original work in the funda-
mental sciences\p=m-\anatomy,physiology, metabolism, bacteriol-
ogy\p=m-\hasbeen done by the nonmedical, and such names as

Valentin Rose, Steinschneider, Rhode, IlbergandMaxWell\x=req-\
mann, recently appointed to the chair of medical history in
Berlin, suggest how much has been accomplished in this field
by the classical philologists alone.
Although an M.B. and F.R.C.P., the author of these lec-

tures has been for twenty years professor of Arabic in the
University of Cambridge. Their interest, what lifts the book
immeasurably above the usual perfunctory presentations of
Mohammedan medicine, is that, for the first time since the
days of Ledere and Wüstenfeld, the subject has been handled
by a trained Orientalist, of the quality and erudition of
Burton or Gibb, Steinschneider or Nòldeke. Shunning the
beaten paths, worn trite by constant repetition, our author
strikes into new lines of approach which give an astonishing
freshness to his theme, usually accounted one. of the dullest
conceivable. In four lectures of pleasantly,forward gait, he
contrives not only to cover his subject well, but brings out
important data hitherto unnoticed by the orthodox historians.
Refreshingly new are his sections on the folk medicine of the
primitive period anterior to the Abbasid Caliphate, on the
Prophet's medicine, on the history of the great medical school
at Jundi-Shapur, on the methods of the medieval translators,
on Persian medicine, as also on the many strange anecdotes
and case histories showing just how the Moslem physicians
practiced medicine. This, along with the fresh biographic
data about Rhazes, Avicenna and other great physicians, is
all original material, gathered in the author's private studies,
and translated from the manuscripts by himself. Medicine
is here illustrated by Arabic verses as curious and entertain¬
ing as those in Burton's Arabian Nights. In accordance with
the author's preference, the book should have been entitled
"Islamic" or "Mohammedan Medicine," for this strain of
medicine was mainly developed by Persians and Hebrews
and is "Arabic" only in relation to the language employed
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in its texts. The major writers are illustrated by the analysis
of only one work each, since their main achievements and the
contents of their opera omnia are given in minute detail in
Newberger's History of Medicine. While the bulk of the
narrative is confined to the Abbasid period (750-1258) and
little is said of Albucasis, Maimonides and other great figures
of the Cordovan Caliphate, the book is otherwise replete with
learning and well up to the mark of the best continental
scholarship. Professor Browne has set a new standard by
his success in rejuvenating an almost sterile theme, in an

engaging narrative which can be read at one sitting. A
pleasant book for an autum or winter evening, worthy of
recommendation to any physician interested in the subject.
Surgery. Its Principles and Practice. By Various Authors.

Edited by William Williams Keen, M.D., LL.D., Emeritus Professor of
the Principles of Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.Volume VII. Cloth. Price, Volumes VII and VIII, $25 per set. Pp.855, with 359 illustrations. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1921.
The first six volumes of this work were published in 1913

before the beginning of the war. The enormous progress
made in surgery since then has prompted the editor to issue
these two volumes so as to place on record the practical
lessons learned by the profession during the war and to
collect and present in concrete form the progress made in
every division of surgery during the last eight years. Among
the contributors are many well known Americans and
Britishers, such as John F. Binnie, Joseph A. Blake, Hugh
Cabot, John B. Deaver, Charles H. Frazier, M. L. Harris,
Sir Robert Jones, the Mayos, R. Tait McKenzie, G. E.
de Schweinitz, Sir Cuthbert Wallace and Sir William Thor-
burn. Skin conditions are discussed by dermatologists;
physiologic problems by physiologists; neurologic conditions
by neurologists; purely pathologic questions by pathologists.
The chapter on inflammation is contributed by Adami; that
on syphilis by Schamberg; that on traumatic shock by Can-
non; that on traumatic hysteria by Dercum. Robert W.
Lovett contributes the chapter on orthopedic surgery in civil
life. Sir Robert Jones and Ernest W. Hey Groves write on

military orthopedic surgery. A full discussion is presented
of the organization and administration of the medical depart¬
ments of the United States Army and Navy during the war by
members of these services. The second volume is devoted
almost entirely to surgery and measures used in connection
with surgery, such as physiotherapy, radium, roentgen ray and
electricity. Almost fifty pages are given over to anesthesia,
local anesthesia being discussed by M. L. Harris, a well
known exponent of this method. Chapters on the legal rela¬
tions of the surgeon and the American Red Cross in war and
peace conclude the work. Aside from the assured value of
the text, one should note the many excellent illustrations, the
extensive bibliography appended to each chapter, the good
mechanical work, and last, but by no means least, the com¬

plete and exhaustive index.

Blind. A Story of These Times. By Ernest Poole. Cloth. Price,
$2.50. Pp. 416. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1921.

Those who have read "The Harbor" and "His Family"
know that Mr. Poole is a novelist with a social mind. The
present novel continues the earlier manner of the author with
even greater emphasis on the social view of life; it is
reviewed here primarily because of its medical and social
interest. Next to the blind central figure of the story, who
writes autobiographically, the most important character is
a physician, Steve McCrea, one of the finest medical figures
painted in modern fiction. We read of his youth, of his med-
ical training, of his development into a surgeon, of his loss to
surgical science through an infection sustained during an

operation, and of his transformation into a psychotherapist.
Medical incidents are abundant throughout the novel. Early
in his career McCrea is called on for an emergency obstetric
case; he succeeds. Later the famous New York specialist
arrives. "With an expression of grave concern, he prescribed
a course of treatment to repair the 'damage done.'" Steve,
he ignored completely. The next chapter describes the life
of the young medical man in a great New York hospital, and
case after case is followed into the home for the social
atmosphere. The beginnings of a reaction of the poor to their
miserable surroundings are traced, and we come eventually

to a meeting of the physicians in one section of New York
to discuss some social question affecting the medical profes¬
sion. A Russian physician feels that the state should support
the physicians in order that they be not compelled to violate
the ethics of their profession. "The city should pay us for
our work," he says, "so we can get out of the rush for the
dollar and give our whole lives to science; to study and keep
ourselves up to date—and for any patient, rich or poor, givethe best treatment to be had." And in the uproar that fol¬
lows McCrea replies :

How much does the mass of the people really care for their govern¬ment? What have they made it? Is there such honor and wisdom inthe gang at the City Hall that we doctors want to place ourselves andall our patients, rich and poor, entirely under their tender care, theirwise and intelligent control? If we give the Health Department5100,000,000 to be paid in doctors' salaries, how long do you think thepoliticians will leave the Health Department alone?
Medical aphorisms of this character abound in the book :
In these days if a surgeon reaches the top, he does it only by work

so hard that he has not the stuff left in him to stay there more than
twenty years.
We propose not only to heal them after they are sick, but to keepthe damn fools healthy.
When the war comes, the two chief characters go to

Germany to establish a Red Cross station, and we are given
an accurate picture of life in Germany during the first two
years of the war. The description of the place in Germany,formerly the War Academy, where civilians came to learn
of the dead and wounded, is a grim picture of Germany in
wartime. Then the Americans return home and, when our
country enters the war, we find them enlisted, one in France
and the other for service in Russia. The description of
Russia during the early days of the revolution appears to be
an accurate, first hand account. The analysis of American
life during the first days of the war with the boundless enthu¬
siasm, the conscription and the drives is a penetratingpsychologic study. "The whole nation," says Mr. Poole,"was unconsciously taking Christian science, treating itself
in great warm waves of optimism and faith." From this
point we are led onward to the making of peace and the
author's belief in the slow gradual revolution which is now
changing the world. He has no belief in a league of nations,
in democracies or in soviets, for each is right and each is
wrong, but he has real belief in the faith of humanity. The
novel is one which will be read with pleasure and profit byboth the public and the physician and with particular interestby the latter.

Medicolegal

Boards of Health Required to Abate Nuisances
(State ex rei. Glatfelter et al. v. Hart et al. (Neb.), 182 N. W. R. 567)
The Supreme Court of Nebraska, in holding that the rela-

tors were entitled on the pleadings to a peremptory writ ofmandamus to compel the defendants constituting the board
of health of Central City to abate, or cause to be abated,
a nuisance, says that the ordinances of the city providedthat the board of health should have full power, among otherthings, to abate nuisances of every description and should
cause all nuisances to be abated with reasonable promptness.
It was set forth that there was a pond of stagnant water
near the residences of the relators which was being used as
a dump for refuse which, in the process of decomposition
created a breeding-place for flies, disease germs and mos¬
quitoes, produced an offensive odor, and contaminated the
water in the pond which percolated through the soil andrendered unfit for use the water in the wells of the relators,greatly endangering the health and lives of the citizens and
creating a nuisance.
The court does not consider that it was necessary to make

the owners of the property on which the pond was situated
parties defendant. It was true that a writ of mandamus
issued against the board of health would not be binding on
the owners of the property, nor would the order protect the
members of the board of health in their actions in abating
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